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The Examiner's att^tibh^ is respectfidly directed to the enclosed documents cited on thb | 
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As set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1 ,97(c), an Infonnation Disclosure Statement submitted during 
the time period specified in that section shall be considered if it is accompanied by a statement 
specified in 37 C L97(e). 
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Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(1), it is certified that each item of information contained in 
the accompanying form PTO-1449 was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 

These documents were cited by the patent office in Japan in the conesponding Japanese 
patent application (Japanese Patent Application No, |l|i j23^940)iii an Office Action mailed on 



May 11, 2004. 



This information disclosure is not a representation that any of the cited documents are 
considered pertinent, or that any of the cited documents are indeed prior art 



It is respectfully requested that the Examiner 
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make of record the documents 



herem cited and that a copy of Form PTO-1449 beiimtialed by the iamineramd return the 
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The Commissioner is: hereby authorized to charge any insufficient fees or credit anv 
overpayment associated with this paper to Deposit; Acct No. 50nOi3(20. 
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